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At a Jan. 5 press conference, Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte said that leftist guerrillas
were responsible for killing human rights leader Herbert Anaya Sanabria. The murder occurred
in San Salvador on October 26. According to Duarte, Jorge Alberto Miranda Arevalo, a 19-year-
old student, was captured by police on Dec. 23 during the robbery and burning of a truck in the
capital city. Miranda, he said, had confessed that he had helped kill Anaya, and that the rebels
suspected Anaya of being a government spy and wanted the government blamed for the killing.
As emphasized by AP, the New York Times, and the Agence France Presse, there was no way to
confirm Duarte's assertion independently. The Salvadoran police have a long history of obtaining
"confessions" from prisoners with the use of torture and intimidation. A judgment on the veracity
of a confession from a man who has been in police custody for two weeks is problematic (to say
the least). The government's claim that it has solved the case of Anaya's murder occurs just a week
before a meeting of the five Central American presidents for the purpose of judging the progress
of the regional peace plan. Duarte said Miranda gave a sworn court statement Jan. 4 that he was a
member of the People's Revolutionary Army, one of five organizations pertaining to the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). Samayoa said Miranda provided a detailed account of how
he and two other guerrillas from an urban rebel cell group killed Anaya on the orders of a more
senior guerrilla cell leader. (Basic data from AP, AFP, 01/05/88; New York Times, 01/06/88)
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